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The symposium presentations explore the multivalent process-
es and complex issues involved in the remembering, recording, 
and	recon guring	of	the	past	in	East	Asian	Buddhism.	Each	pre-
senter	examines	how	at	di erent	historical	junctions	Buddhist	
writers and adherents constituted historical narratives by selec-
tively remembering or reimagining their tradition's past, often 
in	response	to	speci c	institutional	developments	or	changing	
socioreligious predicaments. The traditions of Buddhist histori-
ography — which played important roles in the demarcation of 
orthodoxy and the forming of religious identities — were there-
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by as concerned with legitimizing the present and reshaping 
the future, as they were with formulating accurate accounts of 
past events. By exploring the provenance, character, and func-
tion of traditional historical narratives, the symposium explores 
how	the	larger	historical	trajectories	of	East	Asian	Buddhism	
can be construed as series of creative interpretative refractions 
or distortions, which can be construed both as expressions of 
religious piety and tools of ideological dominance. 

Convener and organizer
Mario	Poceski,	University	of	Florida	&	University	of	Hamburg

Venues (Universität Hamburg)
Keynote lecture: Room	221	ESA-East,	Asien-Afrika-Institut,	
Edmund-Siemers-Allee	1
Presentations & Discussions: Akademischer	Senatssaal,	Main	
Building,	Edmund-Siemers-Allee	1

Participants
Mario	Poceski	(University	of	Florida)	
Wendi	Adamek	(University	of	Calgary)
Stefania	Travagnin	(University	of	Groningen)	
Jörg	Plassen	(Ruhr-Universität	Bochum)	
Jinhua	Chen	(University	of	British	Columbia)
Imre	Hamar	(Eötvös	Loránd	University,	Budapest)
Marek	Zemanek	(Charles	University,	Prague)	
Jörg	Quenzer	(University	of	Hamburg)	
Ste en	Döll	(University	of	Munich)	
Michaela	Mross	(University	of	Gottingen)	
Carl	Bielfeldt	(Stanford	University)	

Sponsors 
Numata	Center	for	Buddhist	Studies,	University	of	Hamburg,	
and	Alexander	von	Humboldt	Foundation.
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Inauguration Ceremony 
“Numata Chair for Japanese 

Buddhism”
Thursday, 2 July 2015, 10:15–11:30 h at University of Hamburg, 

Asien-Afrika-Institut (ESA O), Room 221.

PROGRAM (2 July 2015), 10:15–11:30h

– 	 Music: J.S. Bach (1685–1750): Sonata for Flute  
	 and Harpsichord in A major BWV 1032, 
	 1. Movement: Vivace (Fragment) 

Welcome address by •	 Prof. Dr. Susanne Rupp  
(Vice President, Hamburg University)

Speech by •	 Rev. Toshihide Numata  
(Chairman of the Bukkyô Dendô Kyôkai, Tôkyô)

Welcome address by •	 Prof. Dr. Oliver Huck  
(Dean, Faculty of Humanities, Hamburg University)

Greetings by •	 Takao Anzawa  
(Consul, Consulate of Japan in Hamburg)

Short speeches I: •	 Prof. Dr. Shôryû Katsura  
(Bukkyô Dendô Kyôkai, Tôkyô): “Promoting  
Buddhist Studies in the World: 50 Years Activity  
of the Bukkyô Dendô Kyôkai”

–  	 Music: Philip Glass (1937*): Mad Rush (Excerpt)

Short speeches II: •	 Prof. Dr. Michael Radich  
(Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand): 
“The Significance to German Buddhology and 
Japanology of the New Chair in Japanese  
Buddhism”

Final address by •	 Prof. Dr. Michael Zimmermann 
(Indian Buddhism, Asien-Afrika-Institut)

–	  Music:  J. S. Bach (1685–1750): Sonata for Flute and 	
	 Harpsichord in A major BWV 1032, 3. Satz: Allegro 

Numata Zentrum für Buddhismuskunde  Asien Afrika Institut  Universität Hamburg,  
Alsterterasse 1, D-20354 Hamburg  www.buddhismuskunde.uni-hamburg.de

The symposium presentations explore the multivalent process-
es and complex issues involved in the remembering, recording, 
and	recon guring	of	the	past	in	East	Asian	Buddhism.	Each	pre-
senter	examines	how	at	di erent	historical	junctions	Buddhist	
writers and adherents constituted historical narratives by selec-
tively remembering or reimagining their tradition's past, often 
in	response	to	speci c	institutional	developments	or	changing	
socioreligious predicaments. The traditions of Buddhist histori-
ography — which played important roles in the demarcation of 
orthodoxy and the forming of religious identities — were there-

EA ST 	 A S I A N	B U D D H I S M	SYM P O S I U M

Communities of Memory: 
Reimagining and Reinventing the 

Past in East Asian Buddhism
May	22-24,	2014,	Universität	Hamburg

by as concerned with legitimizing the present and reshaping 
the future, as they were with formulating accurate accounts of 
past events. By exploring the provenance, character, and func-
tion of traditional historical narratives, the symposium explores 
how	the	larger	historical	trajectories	of	East	Asian	Buddhism	
can be construed as series of creative interpretative refractions 
or distortions, which can be construed both as expressions of 
religious piety and tools of ideological dominance. 

Convener and organizer
Mario	Poceski,	University	of	Florida	&	University	of	Hamburg

Venues (Universität Hamburg)
Keynote lecture: Room	221	ESA-East,	Asien-Afrika-Institut,	
Edmund-Siemers-Allee	1
Presentations & Discussions: Akademischer	Senatssaal,	Main	
Building,	Edmund-Siemers-Allee	1

Participants
Mario	Poceski	(University	of	Florida)	
Wendi	Adamek	(University	of	Calgary)
Stefania	Travagnin	(University	of	Groningen)	
Jörg	Plassen	(Ruhr-Universität	Bochum)	
Jinhua	Chen	(University	of	British	Columbia)
Imre	Hamar	(Eötvös	Loránd	University,	Budapest)
Marek	Zemanek	(Charles	University,	Prague)	
Jörg	Quenzer	(University	of	Hamburg)	
Ste en	Döll	(University	of	Munich)	
Michaela	Mross	(University	of	Gottingen)	
Carl	Bielfeldt	(Stanford	University)	

Sponsors 
Numata	Center	for	Buddhist	Studies,	University	of	Hamburg,	
and	Alexander	von	Humboldt	Foundation.

Picture	by	M.	Poceski

W O R K S H O P

Challenges for Revival and 
Future Development of Chan-Buddhist 

Monasteries in China
Saturday, 27 June 2015, Numata Center for Buddhist Studies, 

University of Hamburg

Concerning the history of Buddhism in China there is a widespread lack of knowledge about the very recent 
developments, and a number of questions arise on its further challenges. Since the so called revival after the 
Cultural Revolution at the end of the 1970s, Buddhism in China has developed dynamically due to very heteroge-
neous circumstances. 
Against this background, the workshop will give an insight into relevant historical settings and present develop-
ments seen from a scholarly perspective and the perspective of Buddhist leadership. Focused on Chan as one of 
the main schools in the history of Chinese Buddhism, the central question of the symposium will be how far the 
process of revival is leading to a balance between the challenges of traditions and modernization. 
This process will be analyzed by young scholars of Buddhism as well as by the leadership of particular Buddhist 
groups in China representing and refl ecting their way of shaping Buddhist monasteries in contemporary China.

Venue
Universität Hamburg, Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, Hauptgebäude, 
Akademischer Senatssaal (by elevator, highest fl oor)

Schedule (27 June 2015)
Introductory Remarks
10:30 – 10:40 h Dr. Carsten Krause (University of Hamburg): Introductory Remarks
10:40 – 11:00 h Ven. Dayuan (Liuzu Temple, China): Greeting Words
11:00 – 11:30 h Dr. Carsten Krause (Hamburg): The Patterns for Revival of Chan-Buddhism: Re-Traditionalization 
  and Innovation in the Self-Representation of Contemporary Chinese Monasteries
11:30 – 12:30 h Break: Round Table Lunch

Case Studies:
13:00 – 13:30 h Thomas Rötting M.A. (Leipzig): Shaping the Face of the Bailin-Monastery: Innovations and its 
  Complications in the Concept/Develop-ment of “shenghuo chan” by Master Jinghui (1933-2013)
13:30 – 14:00 h Ven. Fajue, N.N. (Liuzu Temple, China): Does the Spirit of Huineng (638-713) Matter in the   
  Development of the Liuzu-Monastery? New Ways of Present Day Chan from Accupunctural   
  Support up to Charity Engagement
14:00 – 14:30 h Yi Yuan (University of Eastern Finland, Helsinki): Three case studies in Contemporary Chinese 
  Monasteries: Soundscape in the Context of Chinese Chan Buddhism

Conclusion:
14:30 – 15:00 h Prof. Dr. Michael Radich (University of Wellington / University of Hamburg): Final Remarks 

The Music is performed by Michael Petermann 
(Harpsichord) & Martin Gonschorek (Flute), Akademie
des Hamburger Konservatoriums

Following the official part there will be a reception 
with a sushi buffet and drinks for all.

Free entry. 
We are looking forward to your joining us!


