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For Xuanzang 玄奘 (600‒664), Guṇaprabha (550‒630) is an unsuccessful Buddhist misled by the 
hinayanic doctrine. For Yijing 義淨 (635‒713), who, like Xuanzang, studied in Nālandā, however, 
Guṇaprabha is a great Vinayadhara whose achievements match those of Nāgārjuna and Asaṅga. 
Along with the positive account of Guṇaprabha, Yijing also documented for the first time the term 

*Mūlasarvāstivādanikāya in the Nanhai Jigui Neifazhuan 南海寄歸內法傳.  

We shall weigh the divergences between the records of the two Chinese pilgrims against the 
related Sanskrit and Tibetan materials, and suggest that the Vinayasūtra, more precisely, 
Guṇaprabha’s Vinayasūtra was an unmistakable sign of the rise of the Mūlasarvāstivādin tradition.  
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