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In recent decades we have become aware of the existence of a great number of manuscripts of later Pali
texts that remain still unread. They range over various categories, to name just a few examples:
lexicography, grammatical treatises, poetry, commentaries on canonical and postcanonical texts,
chronology, narrative literature, etc. It is obvious that these are important materials for the study of the
history of culture, intellectual history, literature and religion in South and Southeast Asia. In other words,
these important materials have so far been ignored in research.

However, in order to get a detailed and accurate picture of the history of the intellectual history of
South and Southeast Asia, the research into these Pali manuscripts is essential. This research makes very
slow progress. For most of those Pali manuscripts are, may it be diplomatic or critical, not yet edited. Or,
some of them have so far only been published locally and are difficult to access for the international
circle of scholars.

In the lecture the following points will be discussed in detail: the history of the Pali texts in northern
Thailand, especially the Pali commentaries written in Northern Thailand; problems concerning the
vocabulary of the later Pali texts and, concerning the text: editing; new research projects for the later
Pali texts.
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