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Please note that the history of the term “yogācāra” before the 4th century CE is an intricate problem. 

Although meticulous research has been conducted by Robert Kritzer, Lambert Schmithausen, and 

others, much remains to be done. One of the passages mentioning doctrines of the “yogācārāḥ” in 

Vasubandhu’s Abhidharmakośabhāṣya is analyzed in Kritzer 2005 (Vasubandhu and the 

Yogācārabhūmi, 186–189). The doctrines contained in the Yogācārabhūmi probably came from a 

segment of the practitioners and scholars broadly referred to as “yogācārāḥ.” As a whole, discourses 

about fundamental questions are ongoing, and publications vary in accuracy. D’Amato (2012) 

provides a readable and informed overview on these discourses. 


