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Die Hamburger Gesellschaft flr Thaiistik e.V. in Zusammenarbeit

" " T " H G I mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiistik der Abteilung Sprachen und

Kulturen Sidostasiens des AAl und dem Numata Zentrum
ladt Sie zu folgendem Online-Vortrag ein:

Buddhabhiseka, Buddhavipaka-Atthakatha, and Madhurasavahini in Khmer,
Tham-Lao, Tham-Lan Na, and Mon Manuscript Traditions:
Reframing Pali Buddhism through Siamese perspectives

The pre-modern Pali textual heritage (15th—19th centuries) within
the Syamarattha textual tradition—preserved in Khmer,
Tham-Lao, Tham-Lan Na, and Mon scripts—has been relatively
underexplored. The historical dynamics and textualization of this

rich literary heritage not only provide intriguing insights into
well-known Buddhist concepts—Anapanasatisamadhi meditation
scheme, developing from the third-person scheme to a
first-person scheme—as seen in the Buddhabhiseka but also
illustrate how Siamese Pali scholarship intervened and engaged in editorial experimentation. Some textual
experimentations are evident from textual production of the
Pubbakammapilotikabuddhapadanasamvannana to a single
Buddhavipaka-Atthakatha text by utilizing the extant materials available
to them. Historical misinterpretations of Ratthapdla and Rasavahini
have significantly impacted modern Thai Buddhist academia, resulting in
the consolidation of regional variations. This talk primarily presents new
findings related to lesser-known Pali texts based on palm-leaf
manuscript evidence. Photos by National Library, Bangkok
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Samantha Rajapaksha earned his PhD in Pali language from the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka, in 2016. He
currently serves as a lecturer and faculty member in the Department of Humanities, Faculty of Social Sciences
and Humanities, Mahidol University, Thailand, and a visiting scholar at the Numata Center for Buddhist Studies,
University of Hamburg, Germany. Recently, he was awarded the Robert H.N. Ho Family Foundation Translation
Grants in Buddhist Studies, the American Council of Learned Societies 2024/2025 grant, and the Scholarship for
Academic and Supporting Staff Mobility Program in 2025/2026 offered by Mahidol University. His research
focuses extensively on lesser-known Pali texts within the Siamese Pali textual tradition.
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