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iﬁ' Die Hamburger Gesellschaft fiir Thaiistik e.V. in Zusammenarbeit
HG I mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiistik der Abteilung Sprachen und
" " 1] " Kulturen Slidostasiens des AAl und dem Numata Zentrum ladt Sie

zu folgendem Online-Vortrag ein:

The Marriage of Prince Jali and Princess Kanha (Jalikanhabhiseka):
An add-on story to the Vessantara Jataka from palm-leaf manuscripts found in Thailand

The Vessantara Jataka is one of the most popular
Buddhist narratives in Thailand. Several different texts
based on the story were composed in various languages
and dialects, most of which conclude with Prince
Vessantara and his family’s return to the Sivi kingdom
after their exile in the forest. However, the text entitled
“Jalikanhabhiseka” contains additional material beyond
the more familiar versions of the Jataka. Its content
includes details about the birth dates of the Jataka’s main
characters according to traditional Thai astrology, the

(Photos by Phra Maha Kaweesak Wapeekunlaset ) narrative of the wedding ceremony of Prince Jali and
Princess Kanha after King Vessantara’s death, and their lineage culminating in the Buddha Gotama. Although
the Jalikanhabhiseka is little known in modern Thailand and among
scholars, more than fifty copies of palm-leaf manuscripts have been

currently found throughout the country, suggesting that the story

gained a certain degree of popularity in the past.

Online Lecture vizom ¢,z

Phra Maha Kaweesak Wapeekunlaset is a PhD candidate in Pali-Sanskrit and Buddhist Studies at
the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University. He completed the ninth grade of the Thai traditional
Pali Studies (2016) and received an MA in Epigraphy in Thai and Oriental Languages from the
Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University (2020). He is currently working on his dissertation
entitled “Jalikanhabhiseka: A Critical Edition of Pali Versions and Content Relation to Other
Languages Versions.” His research interests include Pali and Sanskrit inscriptions in Southeast Asia,
Buddhist palm-leaf manuscripts in Thailand, and Pali literature in Sri Lanka and Thailand.
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