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NAME

P. Mahapajapati Gotami
Skt. Mahaprajapati Gautami
Ch. JpEERI R BE IR 1=

<Jp. Makahajahadai, Ch. Mo-he-bo-she-bo-ti>



A number of other names are there based on
the sound (& & )literal rendering (I ZR) of the

Pali or Sanskrit name.



Names based on the sound (& 5)

J
Jp. Gudonmi; Ch. Qu-tan-mi

= ZIS
BHE 'EIE'a:ﬂ;
2 == JP

literal rendering (& iR)

J
K1t FE Jp. Daiseshu Ch. Dai-shi-zhu




A Dictionary of Buddhist Proper Names (Akanuma
Chizen, Sri Satguru Publications, Delhi, 1994,
reprint). (1 MMAZEA A GFRIFRIFEEE.
REEE . TRAR. 1967).




FAMILY RELATIONS, BIRTH AND
MARRIAGE

Sources vary . May be summarized as :

parents’ names not conclusive, sister of Maya or
Mahamaya (strictly speaking the younger sister),
place of birth Devadaha, both the sisters

married to king Suddhodana of Kapilavatthu and

became the mother and maternal aunt of

Sakyamuni Buddha respectively.



Text

Theri-apadana

Therigatha
Atthakatha

Manoratha-
paranit

Papaficastdant

Dipavamsa

Mahavamsa

Jinakalamalt

Mahavastu
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Father

Afjanasakka

Mahasuppabuddha

Mahasuppabuddha

Afjana

Afjana

Subhti

HZiEE
Suprabuddha

=
Suprabuddha

32N 203N
Suprabuddha

Family relations, name and place at a glance

Mother

Sulakkhana

Yasodhara

Yasodhara

Koliyakanya
(a daughter of
Koliya clan)

w5

Lumbint

FHEGERT

Lumbint

Brother

Dandapani,
Suppabuddha

Dandapani,
Suppabuddha

Sister

Mahamaya

Mahamaya

Maya, Mahamaya,
Atimaya,
Anantamaya,
Calya, Kolisova

K&k

Mahamaya

Husband

Suddhodana

Suddhodana

Suddhodana

Suddhodana

Suddhodana

Suddhodana

Suddhodana

iR
HERE
Suddhodana

iR E
Suddhodana

Name

Gotami

Gotami

Mahapajapati
Gotam1

Pajapati

Pajapati

palls
Maya

JEEHTS
Maya

Clan

Sakya

Gotami

Koliya

Sakya

Sakya

Place of Birth

Devadaha

Devadaha

Devadaha

Devadaha

Devadaha

Devadaha

Devadaha

PNa

Devadaha

x B M

Devadaha

PEE

Devadaha



SAKYAMUNI'S MOTHER



NURSING MOTHER OF
SIDDHATTHA GOTAMA

Seven days after the birth of Siddhattha Gotama,
gueen Mahamaya passed away. After that,
Maha- pajapati became his nursing mother and
raised him with much care feeding her milk. At
that time, she had her own son Nanda who was
born just 2~3 days after Siddhattha. But we are
told that she gave her own son Nanda to a wet
nurse and herself took care of prince Siddhattha.



MOTHER OF THE BOD

IN HIS PAST L

U
=
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r—1 |

Culanandiya Jataka (no. 222)
—> as a mother monkey
Culladhammapala Jataka (no. 358)

—> as queen Canda



These Jataka stories go a step further and depict
her as the natural mother of Sakyamuni Buddha

in his previous births as a bodhisatta.



LAST MOMENTS

* The Pali1 Source :

< The Theri-apadana, No. 17, pp. 529-543, PTS,
Lilley, Mary E. (ed.), Oxtord, 2000 ; The
Therigatha-atthakatha (Paramatthadipani VI),
pp. 135-155, Pruitt, William (ed.), PTS, Oxford,
1998.



% The Chinese Sources :

[ RZ1E 8% Bf#E | Ta-ai-tao-pan-ni-yuan-ching , T2,
No. 144

[ Rit e am#E ] Ta-chuang-yen-lun-ching , T4, No. 201
18— & %E ] Tseng-i-a-han-ching, T2, No. 125
[MLABASEERR] Fo-mu-pan-ni-yuan-ching , T2, No.
145

1B AE5%— A 5B EE = BR # =& |Ken-pen-shuo-i-chie-
hyu-pu-pi-na-yeh-tsu-shih , T24, No. 1451




Mahapajapati decides to die willingly betfore the
Buddha, after obtaining his permission showed
supernormal powers, went through different
stages of meditation and entered into nibbana,
the five hundred bhikkhunis accompanying her
entered into nibbana too in the same process and
in the same time, then they were cremated in the
presence of the Lord himself along with eminent
bhikkhus, gods, nagas, asuras, kinnaras, yaksas
etc.



Pali Source: 1. Decided to enter into the nibbana
being not capable to see the final passing of the
Lord and his disciples such as venerable
Sariputta, Mahamoggallana, Mahakassapa,
Ananda, Rahula and Nanda etc.

2. Wished to enter into the nibbana betore any split

occurred in the sangha

Chinese source: She wished to die willingly before

the Buddha.



